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PREFACE 


At the suggestion of the School of Journal- 
ism of Ohio State University, and others interested 
in the publishing field, this Bureau undertook a 
study of the business problems of the smaller daily 
newspapers of Ohio. The results of this study are 
being issued in two reports. This study, which is 
the first of these two, deals with the general statis- 
tics in regard to the number of these papers, their 
Location, circulation, and advertising rates. The 
second, which will be issued at an carly date, will 
deal more exclusivcly with operating costs and incomes 
and with the business proccdure of thesc papers. 

The Bureau wishes to express its apprecia- 
tion of the assistance of the ncwspapcrs which co- 
operated in making this study possible. 


Spurgcon Bcll, Director 


June 14, 1927 
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LOCATION, CIRCULATION, AND RATES 
OF OHIO DAILY NEWSPAPERS 

At the suggestion of Several individuals interested 
in the publishing field, the Bureau of Business Research of the 
Ohio State University recently undertook a study of the opera- 
tions of Ohio daily newspapers. As a result of that study there 
will shortly be available figures indicating the normal distri- 
bution of revenues and expenses in the typical Ohio daily news- 
paper, together with certain unit costs of operation which 
Should be of interest to publishers throughout the state. As a 
preliminary to a report on that study, the Bureau has found it 
desirable to present a brief analysis of the field itself, - 
the number and location of the newspapers in the state, their 
circulation, the rates charged for their advertising space, and 
certain standards and averages to be derived from these figures. 
With an analysis of this type available it should be possible to 
study more intclligently the operating statistics later present- 
ed, and to determine the place in the field occupied by any pap- 
er or papers represented in that study. 

This preliminary report, then, concerns itself primar= 
ily with the following factors: (a) mumber and location of 
daily newspapers published in Ohio, (b) population of cities 
and sounties in which papers are located, (c) circulation ob- 
tained by the papers, (d) advertising rates in effect. Inform- 


ation on these points has been taken largely from the United 
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States Census of 1920, the Standard Rate and Data Service of 
February, 1926, and from the individual reports of certain 
publishers who furnished an estimated distribution of their 
circulation as between city and country territory when that 
distribution did not appear in the published reports. In gen= 
eral the situation presented may be said to be that existing 

at the end of the year 1925, so far as newspaper location and 
circulation are concerned; the population figures are those of 
the year 1920. 

The Bureau experienced the difficulty commonly con- 
fronted in this type of analysis when an attempt was made to 
reduce the data from a large number of different publishing 
concerns to a comparable basis. Units of measurement and bases 
of estimation have probably not been identical in the case of 
all the papers included in the tabulation; it has, in fact, 
been impossible to secure even an estimate from a few of the 
papers with regard to the distribution of their circulation. 

In the main, however, the figures are believed to present a 


reasonably accurate picture of the situation under review. 


NUMBER AND LOCATION OF DAILY NEWSPAPERS 
At the end of 1925 there were being published in Ohio 
123 daily newspapers. The distribution of these papers accord= 
ing to the size of the community in which they were located is 
indicated in Table I. (The population groups have been se~ 
lected with a view to combining those communities of similar 


characteristics.) 
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TABLE TI 
DISTRIBUTION OF OHIO DAILY NEWSPAPERS BY GROUPS 
ACCORDING TO POPULATION OF CITY 
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Population Number of Citios Hav- Number of Pap- 

_of City ing Daily Nowspapors ers Published 
Less than 4,000 3 4 
4,000 to 7,500 24 26 
7,000 to 15,000 22 29 
15,000 to 30,000 15 el 
30,000 to 60,000 | 18 
More than 60,000 9 25 
Total 84 123 


It is evident that no one class of community has a 
monopoly on the daily newspaper. The large cities have a larg- 
er number of papers per community but there are more communities 
of smaller and medium size having papers. Taking all of the 
communities together it appears that at the end of 1925 there 
were 53 cities with a single newspaper, 25 with two newspapers 
each, 4 with three newspapers each, and © with four newspapers 
each. The number of cities of various sizes having one or more 
than one newspaper is indicated in Table II. 


TABLE If 


DISTRIBUTION OF OHIO CITIES BY POPULATION GROUPS ACCORD~ 
ING TO NUMBER OF DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED 


Population One Pwo Three Four 
of City Paper Papers Papers Papers Total 

Less than 4,000 2 1 - - v5) 

4,000 to 7,500 22 2 ~ ~ 24 

7,500 to 15,000 L5 7 - > 22 
15,000 to 30,000 3 6 - 15 
30,000 to 60,000 5 5 i - 11 
More than 60,000 ~ 4 a 2 9 
Total Cities 53 25 4 ra 84 


Totel Papers 53 50 12 8 123 
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It is the general viow among newspaper men 
that the smaller cities can be bettor scrved by one 
newspaper then by two or more. In spite of that fact 
there are found in Ohio 16 communities of less than 
30,000 population in which two daily newspapers are 
being published. In a few of these instances the two 
papers are under the same managemont and actually re- 
present little more than a morning and evening cdition 
of the same paper, Im most cases, however, the two 
papers are independent and in competition for the same 


market both as to advertising and circulation. 


Daily newspapers depend for their existence 
on urban communitics, or on rural territory of which 
their community is the trading center. The trading 
center in most rural counties is the county seat. It 
may reasonably be expected that cach county seat of 
any considerable size will have its daily newspaper, 
and that cities other than county seats will have pap- 
ers provided they are of sufficient size and import- 
ancee In Table III the cities of the state are clas- 
sified according to these criteria, and the distribution 
of the papers over such citics is noted. Included in 
this table are all county seats, regardless of size, 
and all non-county-seat towns of over 4,000 in popula- 


tion. 
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TABLE IIT 


DISTRIBUTION OF OHIO CITIES BY KINDS AND POPULATION GROUPS 
ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED 


Population No Two or 


One More Total 
of Total 
ESD Paper Paper Papers Cities Papers 
Under 4,000 {County Seat 23 2 1 26 4 
4,000— 7,500 (County Seat 6 11 2 19 15 
(Other 18 pe i ee 29 il 
7,500-15,000 (County Seat + 12 6 18 24 
(Other 3 3 vt 7 5 
15 ,000-30,000 (County Seat ~ 1 6 7 i3 
{Other 4 8 - 12 8 
30 ,000-60,000 (County Seat = 5 4 9 14 
(Other 2 ~ Z 4 4. 
Over 60,000 (County Seat - o- 9 9 25 
Total County Seats 29 ol 28 88 95 
Total Other Centers a7 22 3 52 28 


It will be observed from the above tabulation that 
29 of the 88 county seats in Ohio have no daily newspapers. 
In 23 of these 29 cases the county seat is a community of less 
than 4,000 population and in most instances the entire county 
is rather sparsely populated. In two of the 23 counties 
there is a daily paper published in the county in some com- 
munity other than the county seat. This is also true in one 
of the six counties in which the county seat has a population 
of between 4,000 and 7,500 but has no daily paper. There re- 
main, however, 26 counties in the state without a daily paper; 
five of these have county seats which would appear, on the 


surface at least, to be large enough to support such an 
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undertaking. Weekly papers are, of course, published 
in most of the counties in anetion 

It is interesting to note the distribution 
of daily papers among the communities other than county 
Seats. There are 25 non-county-seat cities in the 
state which have daily newspapers, and 3 of them have 
two papers each. It will be noted, moreover, that 11 
of the 25 are communities of less than 7,500 population. 
It would seem that if such communities are suitable lo- 
cations for daily papers a county seat town of even 
smaller population might be a satisfactory place for 


daily publishing operations. 


PROPORTIONS OF CITY AND RURAL CIRCULATION 
The next subject given attention in this study 
is the distribution of daily newspaper circulation be- 
tween the city in which the paper is located and the 
rural community surrounding it. In this and succeeding 
sections of the study the very large metropolitan cen- 
ters were excluded, and only papers in cities of less 


than 60,000 population were considered. 


Publishers reported all the way from el per 
cent to 87 per cent of their circulation as being in city 
territory. The average proportion of city circulation is 
approximately 58 per cont, but there are wide variations 
among the papers in this respect, as indicated by the 


grouping in Table IV. 
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TABLE IV 


DISTRIBUTION OF OHIO DAILY NEVSPAPERS* BY GROUPS ACCORDING 
TO PERCENTAGE OF CIRCULATION WITHIN CITY OF PUBLICATION 


Percentage of City Circu- Number of 

lation to Total Circulation Papers 
Less than 40% 14 
40% to 50% 18 
50% to 60% 22 
60% to 70% 17 
70% to 80% 16 
More than 80% 11 
Total 98 


*Papers in cities of over 60,000 excluded, data for nine 
papers estimates 


It might be supposed that the percentage which city 
circulation is of the total circulation of a newspaper would 
tend to vary somewhat with the size of the community in which 
the paper is located. In the case of the cities of less than 
60,000 population there is no indication that the size of the 
community has anything in particular to do with this distribu- 
tion. In Table V are given the lowest, the highest, and the 
average percentages of city circulation for the newspapers in 
each population group. There is no observable trend in one 


direction or another. 
| TABLE ¥ 


PERCENTAGES OF CITY CIRCULATION TO TOTAL CIRCULATION BY 
GROUPS ACCORDING TO POPULATION OF CITY OF PUBLICATION 


Population High Average Low 

of City . Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent 
Less than 4,000 71.4 50.9 30.0 
4,000 to 7,500 86.6 61.7 2102 
7,500 to 15,000 82 .6 5409 34.7 
15,000 to 30,000 85.1 5661 37.8 
30,000 to 60,000 83 8 60.7 3361 


All cities “ 57 8 - 
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The analysis of the distribution of circulation as 
between city and rural territory was followod by a further com- 
parison made to determine the circulation of each paper in pro- 
portion to the size of its community. City circulation was 
compared with city population, amd rural circulation was com- 
pared with the population of the county of publication, exzclu- 
Sive of the population residing in cities where a newspaper is 
published. This latter measure is a very arbitrary one and in 
many cases doubtless has no particular meaning. For a major- 
ity of the papers, hcwever, it does indicate to some extent 
how thoroughly the rural community is being covered. 

The variations in the amount of city circulation per 
100 of city population are not quite so great as in the case 
of the proportion of city circulation to total circulati om. 
fhe lowest record found was that of a paper whose city circula- 
tion was only 6.1 per 100 of city population. The two highest 
records found were between 55 and 60 papers per 100 of city 
population, but the estimates in these cases so obviously in- 
volve an error in distribution between city and rural circula- 
tion that they have been disregarded for purposes of presenta- 
tion in the tables. The third highest paper in the list shows 
a city circulation of 45.9 per 100 of city population, but in 
that instance the figures included both a morning and evening 
edition under different names with the probability of consider- 
able duplication in sale. 

In Table VI the papers reporting are shown in groups 


according to the relation of city circulation to city population. 
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Tne common cxpericnee in this respect is well marked, but the 
cienificant factor is the extent to which cortain papers have 
been able to get botter than average results through an in- 
tensive cultivation of their field. It is ovident thxt papers 
with a city circulation of more than 30 per 100 of city popula- 
tion are making an exceptional record. 


TABLE VI 


DISTRIBUTION OF OHIO DAILY NEWSPAPERS* BY GROUPS ACCORD- 
ING TO CITY CIRCULATION PER 100 OF CITY POPULATION 


Circulation per Number of 
100 Population Papers 
Less than 10 5 
10 to 20 28 
20 to 30 54 
30 to 40 4 
More than 40 4 
Total 98 


*Papers in citics of over 60,000 excluded; data for 
nine papers estimates. 

The average of city circulation per 100 of city pop- 
wlation is in the neighborhood of 22, or about one paper to 
evory 4% inhabitants. There is a tendency for the figures to 
run somewhat higher in the smaller towns, indicating in part 
that in these communities the local paper has a strong hold 
and in part that in the larger cities there is greater compe- 
tition for readors. This is shown in Table VII, in which 
the high, low, and average city circulation peor 100 of city 
population is given for each cf the population groups into 


which the cities have been divided. 
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TABLE VII 
PERCENTAGES OF CITY CIRCULATION TO. CITY POPULATION BY GROUPS 
ACCORDING TO POPULATION OF CITY OF PUBLICATION 


Population 
of City _ High Average Low 
Less than 4,000 Ob al 27 24 25.0 
4,000 to 7,500 40.7 26.8 12.4 
7,500 to 15,000 A) wd. 2226 600 
15,000 to 30,000 30.4 Ade bel 
30,000 to 60,000 45.9 19.8 6.7 
All cities - Ba o4 - 
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When the communities are divided into groups accord- 
ing to the character of the competition it is found that where 
another paper is published in the same town the average city 
circulation per 100 of city population is 17.4, but that where 
there is no other paper in the same county (and the county is 
not adjacent to one of the larger centers of population) the 
average of the city circulation $3 25.6 per 100 of city popu- 
lation. Papers in counties adjacent to the large centers do 
not fare badly as far as their own city circulation is con- 
cerned, (the average for all papers in such communities being 
22.9 city circulation per 100 of city population): the cir- 
culation in their county outside of their own city is, how- 
ever, very considerably cut down by the competition from the 
large dailies. The percentages in groups according to the 


character of competition are shown in Table VIII- 
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TABLE VIII 


NUMBER OF PAPERS AND CIRCULATION PER 100 oF POPU= 
LATTON ACCORDING TO COMPETITIVE POSITION 


Location with Respect Number of Circulation pe» 100 
to Competition _ _Papers* Wigh Average Low 
Other paper or papers 
in same city 45 27 64 17 04 663 
Nearest competing paper 
in other city of same 


county 30 40.7 Greb 1066 
No other paper in same 

county and not adjac- 

ent to metropolitan 


areas 23 45.9 25.6 12.4 
Adjacent to county con- 


taining city of over . 
60 , 000 37 34.08 22 29 9.9 
*Classifications overlap, Some papers being included in 


more than one group. Papers in cities of over 60,000 
are excluded. 


AS was previously noted, the difficulties of compar- 
ing rural circulation with rural population render of doubtful 
value any averages drawn from these figures. There is a wide 
variation among the papers in the percentage of their rural 
circulation to rural population which is at least nominally 
associated with the town in which the paper is published. Sev=- 
eral papers, for example, show rural circulation of less than 
one paper per 100 of rural population, while one outstanding 
publisher has, on the other hand, a rural circulation equiva- 
lent to 58.7 per 100 of the rural population in his county. 

In this and several other cases, however, the situation of the 
publisher is such that his paper circulates freely in several 
adjacent counties where there is no local competition, and this 


has contributed to his high percentage. 
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The large cities make generally better records in 
respect to rural circulation than the smaller ones. The aver- 
age for all papers in cities of between 30,000 and 60,000 is 
a rural circulation of 21.4 per 100 of rural population in 
their countics. In the smaller communities the averages de- 
crease rapidly. Table IX presents a grouping of the papers ac- 
cording to the percentage of their rural circulation to the 
rural population, while Table X gives the high, low, and aver- 
age experience in each population group. 
TABLE IX 
DISTRIBUTION OF OHIO DAILY NEWSPAPERS* BY GROUPS ACCORDING 


Circulation per 100 Number of 
of Population Papers 
Less than 5 ao 

5 to 10 SL 
10 to 15 23 
15 to 20 7 
20 to 25 5 
More than 25 7 
Total 98 


*Papers in citics of over 60,000 excluded 


TABLE X 


PERCENTAGES OF RURAL CIRCULATION TO RURAL POPULATION BY 
GROUPS ACCORDING TO POPULATION OF CITY OF PUBLICATION 


Population 
of City High Average ow 
Less than 4,000 12.6 6035 0.9 
4,000 to 7,500 17 of 5el 0.7 
7,500 to 15,000 22 04 9.9 Bel 
15,000 to 30,000 39 9 11.1 0.7 
30,000 to 60,000 ead 214 4 1 


All Cities - 10.8 - 
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The difficulty of interpreting the figures in the 
case of overlapping territoriocs has been referred to in the 
preceding paragraphs. Because of this and other factors no at- 
tempt has been made to compare total circulations with total 
population. Figures derived from such an analysis would prob-= 


ably prove meaningless. 


RELATION OF ADVERTISING RATES TO LOCATION AND CIRCULATION 

It may reasonably be expected that the rates charged 
by a newspaper for its advertising space will bear some rela~ 
tion to the extent cf its circulation and the size of the com- 
munity in which it is published. To check the correctness of 
this assumption, an analysis has beon made of the advertising 
rates of the daily papers in the state (again excluding cities 
of over 60,000) and those rates have beon compared with the 
oiroulation of the papers obtaining them. The results of the 
analysis are presented in the following paragraphs. 

Newspaper advertising rates vary, of course, with the 
class of advortising and with the amount of space used by the 
individual advertiser. The basis for tho present analysis is 
in every case the minimam rate per inch offered for local dis- 
play advertising. Where a newspaper quotes one rate only this 
nas been assumed to be the minimum rate. It seems probable 
that some papers have reduced rates not published on their reg- 
ular rate cards, but without a knowledge of what these are it 
has not been possible to take tha into consideration. 

The "column inch" has been used as 2 basis for these 


calculations, rather than the Yacate line" customarily used by 
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larger dailies, because of the fact that the papers in the 
small cities make their calmlations chiefly in inches, fhe 
inch rates themselves do not have any great amount of signi- 
ficance, as they are naturally low for the papers of small 
circulation and high for those of large circulation. Table XI 
gives briefly the high, low, and average inch rate effective 
in the daily papers in the cities of the various population 
groups. There are, aS may be observed, wide variations within 
each groupe Table XII shows the more significant figures for 
the papers in various circulation groups. In the case of this 
latter analysis the variations within the groups are less pro- 
nounced, but are still great enough in some instances to be 
rather surprising. 

TABLE XI 


MINIMUM DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES PER INCH IN CITIES 
BY GROUPS ACCORDING TO POPULATION 


Population 
of City High Average Low 
Less than 4,000 825 Pal 615 
4,000 to 7,500 2D6 ene ele 
7,500 to 15,000 «56 330 eld 
15,000 to 30,000 263 240 oL5 
30,000 to 60,000 1.12 ef l aod 
All cities oo eo - 
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TABLE XII 


MINIMUM DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES PER INCH IN NEWSPAPERS 
BY GROUPS ACCORDING TO CIRCULATION 


Circulation 

of Paper. High Average Low 
Less than 2,000 e28 e20 wile 
2,000 to 4,000 PySoy) o04 015 
4,000 to 6,000 256 eo e2L 
6,000 to 8,000 242 009 200 
8,000 to 10,000 o70 edl e 5D 
10,000 to 12,000 270 » 58 249 


More than 12,000 1-12 085 063 
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A&A study of rates themselves is less informative than 
& comparison of rates with circulation. Comparative figures 
are statcd in "rate per inch per 1,000 of circulation" - the 
function of this measurement unit being the same as that of 
the "milline rate" familiarly used by the larger dailies. 
Something approaching 4 uniform rate per inch per 1000 of cir- 
culation might be expected to appear in such a comparison. 
This relationship, however, is influenced by several factors 
which are not always evident to the casual observer. Certain 
papers, for instance, have greater drawing power than others, 
even for the samo amount of circulation. Certain papers are 
known to obtain circulation in territories outside of their 
own treding radius and their local advertising must according= 
ly be sold without reference to that particular circulation. 
Inactivity of a publisher or hostility of a business community 
to changes in long established custom may result in perpetuat- 
ing rates which are far too low in proportion to the circula- 
tion of the paper. This is apparent from the tabulations which 
follow. 

The lowest rate found in any Ohio daily newspaper 
in a city of less than 60,000 is approximately 3 cents per inch 
per 1,000 of circulation. Three papers show a rate of around 
4 conts, with a considerable number in the groups from 5 cents 
uv. The highest effective rate noted is 19 cents and only 9 
papers have a rate of over 12 cents. The number of papers with 


rates in cach group is indicated in Table XIII. 
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TABLS XIIT 
DISTRIBUTION OF OHIO DAILY NaviSPAPSRS* BY GROUPS ACCORDING 


TO ADVERTISING R..TD POR INCH PER 1000 OF CIRCULATION 


Rate per Inch per Number 
1000 of Circulation of Papers 
Less than 4.5 cents & 

£.5 to 5.5 cents 15 

5.5 to 6.5 cents 18 

6.5 to 7.5 cents 20 

7.5 to 8.5 cconts A 

8.5 to 9.5 cents 12 

9.5 to 10.5 cents 5 
10.5 to 11.5 cents 4. 
More than 11.5 cents 9 
Total 98 


*Citics of over 60,000 excluded 


One other tendency evident in the effective rates of 
the newspapers is a trend in the direction of lower ratcs per 
inch per 1,000 of circulation in the larger cities. The low, 
high, and average rate in the citics of each of the population 
groups established is given in Table XIV. 

TaBLs XIV 
ADVERTISING RaTSS PSR INCH PER THOUSAND OF CIRCULATION 


BY GROUPS ACCORDING TO POPULATION OF CITY 


Population 
of City High isVErage Low 
Less than 4«<,000 19 odd 07 
&,000 to 7,500 ~L95 ~ LO -06 
7,500 to 15,000 13 07 .05 
15,000 to 50,000 13 ~O7 05 
30,000 to 60,000 209 ~Co 035 


_—— ——— 


All cities 08 - 
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The material in the tables and comments presented 
above Should give some idea of the characteristics of the Ohio 
daily newspaper field, amd particularly of the papers falling 
into certain classifications of population, circulation, and 
rates. fm analysis of the operating results of various class- 
es of papers will be the more illuminating with this prelimin- 


ary data as a background. 
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